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Two-thirds of cows in northwest
Europe stay inside
Pasture access for cows is an
important social issue in northwest
Europe. Animal welfare organizations
plead for cows to go outside to graze
during the growing season because it
is more natural. However, research
by LEI Wageningen University and
Research indicates that in fact the
opposite is happening. In the next
10 years, two-thirds of the cows in
northwest Europe will stay in the
barn permanently. In the Netherlands,
a relatively large number of cows
will continue to be grazed though.
The researchers estimate that the
percentage of cows to go outside
for grazing will be approximately
45 percent. At the moment this is
about 30 percent. Economically and
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management-wise it is more attractive
to keep cows inside.

The Netherlands introduces
calf vitality index
With the right sires, more calves will
make it through their first year. GES
(= the foundation for the genetic
evaluation of bulls), which calculates
the breeding values in the Netherlands
and Flanders, in August has introduced
a breeding value for calf vitality.
In the period between 3 days of age

and 365 days, about 5.6% of the heifer
calves in the Netherland drop out. By
using bulls with a high calf vitality
index, this percentage can be lowered.
A bull scoring 104 will have 1% less
drop out than average and a bull
scoring 92 will have a 2% higher drop
out of calves.

Making money with solar rays
Solar panels on roofs of dairy barns
are popular. They allow farmers to
generate their own electricity. In
addition, they can supply a surplus
of electricity to the utilities company.
Approximately 1,500 dairy farms now
have solar panels on their roofs. The
expectation is that halfway next year
this number will have increased by
another 1,000. And also after that the
pace will stay high. About 20 percent

of the dairy farmers have plans to
generate electricity via solar panels.
And because the milk prices are high
(approximately 40 eurocents per kg)
dairy farmers are able to invest in
solar energy. Thanks to subsidies and
tax incentives the investment could be
recouped in five to seven years. After
that, money will be generated by the
dairy farmer, because he will be paid
for the electricity he supplies.
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Column

Dairy farmers too late with
inflation changes

Confidence

Kristina Waterschoot

Research by the Udder Health Center
Netherlands (UGCN) points out that
70 percent of the dairymen do not
replace the rubber inflations on
time. They need to be replaced every
2500 milkings. Silicone liners last
three times as long. Dairymen find
replacing inflations inconvenient and
time-consuming.
If inflations are not replaced in time,
the chance of mastitis increases. The
inflations will stretch and become
too long, which results in a cow
not being milked out well. More
residual milk will remain behind
in the quarters, increasing the risk
of infection. Following the US and
Great Britain, a company in the
Netherlands has been founded to
provide a solution for this problem.
Not just the inflation but the entire
claw, including the shells, is replaced
by a new one. This can be done
quickly. The milk-claw exchange

service also checks the inflations and
the claw, to see whether the milking
machine shows no defects.

Super efficient with labor
Dutch dairy farmers are the most
efficient with labor. Per year they
don’t spend even twenty hours per
cow for milking, feeding, husbandry
and other barn work. Figures from
the European Dairy Farmers (EDF)
reveal this. The Netherlands has a
comfortable lead over countries like

Ireland, Denmark and Germany. In
Spain, dairy farmers need more than
40 hours of labor per cow, while in
Poland that is 80 hours.
The 25% most efficient farms in
Europe average 282kg milk per hour
of labor. The 25% least efficient farms
remain behind at 87kg milk.

Methane can be reduced via feed
and lower replacement rate
Feed is an important element to
reduce methane emission. This was
revealed by the project Cows &
Opportunities, in which a large group
of Dutch dairy farmers participate.
They want to reduce methane
emission by 20%.
More milk per cow is the best method
to reduce methane emission. With an
increase in production of 500 kg milk
per cow emission drops by 3 to 4
percent. Increasing the intensity of
the operation results in another 6
percent drop. This is where efficient
feeding comes in. But also keeping

fewer young stock and increasing the
longevity of the cows. Feed efficiency
is very important: producing as
much milk from one kg of dry matter,
that is the advice of researchers of
Wageningen University and Research.
The kind of feed also plays a role.
In the Netherlands methane-free
concentrates are now available. Soy,
for instance, creates less emission
than canola. In the case of forage,
feed with more starch (corn, brewers
grain) is appealing, even though there
are limits here as well due to the risk
of rumen acidosis.

It is not because of the Dutch heifers: They
are top quality animals, long lasting and
healthy, with an outstanding milk and
component production potential for their
future as dairy cows. That is known not
only by the exporters, but also by the foreign
buyers who want to purchase the heifers for
farmers in their respective countries. There
is a lot of demand, but time and again it
becomes clear that outside of Europe these
heifers cannot be sold everywhere.
The argument is that the Schmallenberg
virus is present in Europe, including the
Netherlands. The Netherlands and other
countries have done a lot of research into
this virus. When exporting the risks can be
minimized.
Also because of that, many countries outside
of Europe have drawn up a Schmallenberg
agreement with the Netherlands. That
document accompanies the export certificate
for heifers sent abroad. It contains pertinent
information in order to avoid problems
due to the Schmallenberg virus. These
arrangements are appropriate and they give
confidence.
Nevertheless, it appears that there are still
a number of countries that have decided
to prohibit the import of heifers from the
Netherlands and Europe because of the
Schmallenberg virus. Apparently there
are other arguments playing a role, which
hinder the export of the superb Dutch heifers
to other countries. That is unfortunate and
to the disadvantage of the farmers that are
eager to have these cattle. Hopefully these
issues can be resolved in the near future.
The quality of our heifers is at a high level.
The buyers will see this once the heifers
come into production at the receiving
companies. However, this does not just
happen. High producing cows require
specific care and provisions, along with good
management. A Holstein dairy cow is not
comparable to, for example, a Montbéliarde
heifer. Veepro Holland would be happy to
play a role in improving the management
knowledge after the arrival of the heifers on
your farm. This will allow the Netherlands
to guarantee quality and enable farms to
receive maximum profit from heifers that
can give high yields for a long time. After
sales is just as important as selling in itself!
Reinoud van Gent,
General Manager Veepro
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Cover story

Certificates for high q
Cattle transport is under the magnifying glass of almost every civil
society organization (CSO) and politician. They want it done properly
and according to the rules, with attention to animal welfare and
hygiene. With the assistance of Wageningen UR Livestock Research,
the EU is developing high quality control posts and new certification
for international cattle transport.

E

ach year, tens of thousands
of Dutch heifers cross the
border. Often to distant
destinations; journeys of more
than 1,500 km. It is of great
importance to the exporters
that the heifers stay well and
healthy during transport,
for the cargo is valuable.
Each animal that dies or gets
damaged costs the exporter
money. Moreover, he wants
to deliver a sound product to
maintain a good relationship
with his customers.

Unworkable regulations

The regulations concerning
cattle transport are a European
matter. Since January 1st
2005, the EU has regulations
aimed at animal welfare and
hygiene during transport.
This involves rest and travel

times, staging points for
watering, feeding and resting
the animals, and rules for
the administration, the
transportation, and provisions
in the trucks. Problem is not
so much the regulations, but
compliance with the rules,
says Wijbrand Ouweltjes,
researcher at Wageningen
University Livestock
Research.
A tricky point, for instance, is
the discrepancy between the
requirements for driving and
rest periods for the drivers
and the rest times for the
animals. It is unworkable,
according to the transporters,
who have become entangled
in the various regulations.
And this has nothing to do
with animal welfare and
hygiene. In practice, it would

mean that for a long-distance
trip two drivers would be
required, which would
increase the cost significantly.
Where animal welfare is
concerned, criticism is
concentrated in particular on
cattle for slaughter and young
animals (piglets and calves).
With the transport of breeding
heifers, there are significantly
fewer problems found with
respect to animal well-being,
according to Mr Ouweltjes.

Higher quality

The EU is not going to tighten
regulations. They aim at a
better compliance with the
rules, preferably without a
much stricter enforcement.
Improvements will occur in
the form of an increase of
the quality, the upgrading

‘The Netherlands is doing very well’
The Netherlands already
has the Foundation Quality
System Animal Logistics
(Stichting Kwaliteitssysteem
Dierlogistiek QLL). The
Foundation was established
by the sector itself to
guarantee the wellbeing of
animals during transport
and to prevent the spread of
animal disease via transport
or the gathering of animals.
On behalf of the government,
the Foundation takes care
of the inspections. Geart

4
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Geart Benedictus

Benedictus, chairman
of QLL, is enthusiastic
about the arrival of the

new certifications. ‘The
transporters of breeding
stock will be happy
with it. In this way they
can prove that they are
doing an outstanding job,
because that is what Dutch
exporters and transporters
do.’
As far as he is concerned,
the European Commission
needs to introduce these
new certificates as soon as
possible. ‘The sooner, the
better!’

of control posts and by
providing guarantees that
good work is supplied. That
is expressed by the issuing
of new high-quality EU
certificates to companies that
meet all requirements, and
can prove that they adhere to
these rules. In this context,
Wijbrand Ouweltjes is closely
involved with two projects
of the European Commission
(directorate Sanco), in which
a number of countries are
participating.
A fundamental difference with
already existing certificates
is that transporters will
soon be able to guarantee
that the animals will be
delivered in good condition.
When clients make use of
these firms, they have the
guarantee that all rules have
been met and that quality
is ensured. “In this way, a
big step forward is being
made towards better animal
wellbeing and bio-security
during transport and at the
rest places,” expects Wijbrand
Ouweltjes. Concretely, animal
transporters can then apply
for such new certificate,
and control posts can receive
the ‘high quality’ label
when they have adapted
the premises accordingly
and meet all requirements.
The two certificates are
interconnected, since it is
the intention that certified
transporters will only make
use of high quality control
posts. When exactly that will
come into effect is not yet
clear.
Wijbrand Ouweltjes indicates
that in June 2014 the protocol
for the new certification of
transporters will be ready.
For high quality control posts
the work is already as good
as finished. In principal, the
European Commission can
introduce the certification in
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23-10-13 10:17

h quality transport

With the transport of breeding
heifers, there are significantly
fewer problems found

the course of next year. At first
voluntary, later on mandatory,
expects the researcher from
Wageningen. The Netherlands
is already anticipating with
the ‘Foundation Quality
System Animal Logistics’
(Stichting Kwaliteitssysteem
Dierlogistiek QLL), which
certifies companies that are
involved in animal gathering
and transport. They must
comply with the legal
regulations plus a number of
extra-statutory matters.

Control posts in the EU

In the European Union,
there are 150 to 160 control
posts where transporters
can go with their animals 24
hours a day. The first project
of DG Sanco involves the
refurbishing and improving
(subsidized) of a number of

these control posts and the
establishment of a certification
system for these posts. A
tool has also been developed
for transporters to book a
stop. The refurbishing and
upgrading includes bio-security,
good fencing, cleaning, more
spacious pens, good drinking
water supplies, better isolation,
less steep loading ramps and
better facilities for drivers. In
connection with this project, a
checklist has been composed for
the certification, which allows
the inspector to judge both
the facilities and the animal
transports at arrival and during
their stay at the control posts.
Assessment of welfare and
health of the animals is a key
aspect of this.
In the Netherlands there are
three control posts for cattle:
Van Dommelen at Woerden

and two facilities from
Van de Wetering, at Brakel
and Zwolle. For the project
and on the basis of the
new list, Baltic Control
has conducted an audit.
They evaluated everything.
From pest control to the
discharge of water, from
the administration to the
facilities for the animals.
It was all top notch. If the
high quality label had been
officially available already,
the companies would have
received it. “Such an audit
certainly contributes to
guarantees regarding animal
hygiene and wellbeing,”
is the opinion of the
researcher.

Animals in good shape
The establishment of a
certification for transport

and transporter follows
the same lines. It not only
checks if all the rules have
been complied with, but
focuses in particular on
animal wellbeing. Most
important is the extent to
which animals are delivered
in good condition. “You don’t
only consider the facilities,
but especially evaluate the
animals themselves. Are
they not slipping and sliding,
are they clean, do they have
enough space and water, what
kind of behaviour do they
display, is there enough straw,
can they easily get on and off
the truck, etc.,” summarizes
the researcher. A lot of work
is going into developing the
list for the new high quality
certificate, after which it will
be tested in practice. Next
June, it all has to be ready. l
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Background

World champion for
longevity and protein

Dutch cattle breeding continues to make

5BCMFt1SPEVDUJPOQFSMBDUBUJPOPGUIFCMBDLBOESFEXIJUF)'DPXT

progress. With Holstein Friesians,
the Netherlands is world champion in the

HF black & white

areas of longevity and protein, and it has made
another stride forward on both fronts.

World-record holder Usain

Bolt knows how difficult it is
to run faster. An improvement
of one-tenth of a second in
the 100 meter is a world
achievement. Dutch cattle
breeding achieved something
similar with the components.

Of the cows that were culled
between September 1, 2012
and September 1, 2013,
the lifetime production for
protein rose to 1,083kg and
for fat to 1,344kg, totalling
2,427kg. The Netherlands is
moving towards 2,500kg fat

HF red & white

year

days

kg
milk

kg
fat

kg
prot.

2013
2012
2011
2010
2013
2012
2011
2010

358
359
358
357
350
349
347
344

9,719
9,888
9,928
9,778
8,901
9,052
9,079
8,876

420
428
429
420
404
412
414
402

341
348
348
342
321
326
327
318

%VUDI#8DPXTQSPEVDFELHGBUBOEQSPUFJO/PXIFSFJOUIF
XPSMEJTUIBUOVNCFSJOBTJOHMFMBDUBUJPOIJHIFSGPS)PMTUFJOT5IFSFXBT
BTMJHIUSFEVDUJPOPGNJMLQSPEVDUJPO CFDBVTF%VUDIEBJSZGBSNFSTBSF
NBLJOHBEFMJCFSBUFDIPJDFUPGPDVTPOPUIFSUSBJUT QSPUFJO MPOHFWJUZ 
IFBMUI "OEGBSNFSTBSFFYQBOEJOHCZLFFQJOHIJHIFSOVNCFSTPG
IFJGFST XIJDIDVSCTBWFSBHFNJMLQSPEVDUJPO

Suarez, Dairymaster and
Pleasure steal the show

Daughter groups of Heuvel Suarez and Zeedieker

Dairymaster were the eye catchers at the open
house of breeding organization AI Kampen.
Via his daughters, Aalhorst Pleasure showed why
he is so popular at home and abroad.

A

bout 4,000 visitors have
enjoyed themselves during
the open house of AI Kampen.
There was lots of interest
for the daughters of Heuvel
Suarez (O Man x Cello). He is
the last O Man son sampled
in the Netherlands and upon
making his debut in August
he immediately landed a
place in the top of the NVI
ranking. A tremendous

6
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Striking was the nice rump
angle. The feet and legs were
a little coarse but good, with
the feet being exceptionally
healthy. The high rating for
hoof health (105) was clearly

reflected. The two-year-olds
were average sized and had
a bit more width to them
while carrying lots of body
condition. Dairymen indicate
that the daughters hold their

A nice consitent group of Suarez

percentage bull with +0.43%
fat and +0.26% protein. He
showed a nice, consistent
group of five two-year-olds.
Their udders attracted the
most. Every single one of
them had beautiful high rear
udders, precisely the way
they need to be. And also
nice and well placed, short
teats. The rating of 110 for
udder was fully displayed.
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Calendar girls
be evident from the figures already, but
the goal is to increase that longevity
even more quickly. In six years time
one year longevity should be added.
Longevity and health go hand in hand.
On average, a cow in the Netherlands
becomes five years and nine months
old, or more precisely, 2101 days.
For this trait with the HF cows, the
Netherlands is world leader, a position
that the breeding industry wants to
solidify.
During her life, the Dutch dairy cow
is in production for 1,128 days. On
average the production amounts to 27.3
kg milk per day.

and protein per cow. No other country
comes close to this achievement.
The increase is impressive. Compared
to 1993, the number of kilograms of
protein has increased by almost 300kg,
and for fat the increase is even greater:
338 kg. The growth is steady: in the
past year, another 10kg protein and
1kg fat were added. This is the result
of consistent breeding for components,
and then, in particular, protein, the
most attractive component.
In addition, the Netherlands places the
emphasis on longevity and health along
with protein as most important focal
points in breeding. This is beginning to

5BCMFt-JGFUJNFQSPEVDUJPOPGDPXTUIBUXFSFDVMMFE

2013
2012
2011
2005
2000
1993

kg milk

kg fat

kg prot.

kg fat+prot.

30,751
30,536
30,318
27,701
24,044
22,666

1,344
1,333
1,323
1,223
1,058
1,006

1,083
1,073
1,063
967
837
787

2,427
2,406
2,386
2,190
1,895
1,793

'PS)PMTUFJO'SJFTJBOT UIF/FUIFSMBOETJTJOUIFMFBEJOUFSOBUJPOBMMZXJUIUIFIJHIFTUMJGFUJNF
QSPEVDUJPOBOEGBSBOEBXBZUIFIJHIFTUOVNCFSPGLJMPHSBNTGPSGBUBOEQSPUFJO

ground very well in large herds. In
that respect the high longevity of
+679 days promises lots of good.

Top type

The open house on September
19th was held on the farm of
Landbouwsluis at Genemuiden,
the home of a herd with top type:
Zeedieker Holsteins.
A daughter group of Zeedieker
Dairymaster (Survivor x Goldwyn)
was on display with five secondcalvers and one two-year-old. Large,
wide and robust cows with overall
good balance. They entirely lived
up to the outstanding score for type
(114 total score). The perfect, shallow
udders (115) stood out as did the feet
and legs (108). The legs had good
parallel set and very nice quality of
bone with a refined structure.
Newcomer Montreux (Shottle x
Archibald) presented himself with a
group of two-year-olds that impressed
with massive ribs and nicely shaped
rumps featuring nice rump width
and rump angle. The Shottle son is
a high milk production transmitter
(+1186kg). His daughters showed they
can easily handle this production.
He comes from the farm of Marty

Hoogeveen, once the farm with the
highest milk production per cow.

Outcross pedigree

With the red & whites, the daughter
group of Aalhorst Pleasure (Talent x
Merton) stole the show. He is one of
the most sought-after red & white
bulls due to his outcross pedigree, but
also because of plus points for health
and durability. The udder composite
(109) is strong. The group of twoyear-olds showed this with gusto.
On the well attached udders the long
floor as well as the outstanding teat
placement and length stood out in
particular. The udders are healthy
(cell count 104). The daughters
displayed strength and showed nice
and wide rumps.
Type bull Red Torpedo (Blitz x
Lichtblick) appeared with a group of
youthful two-year-olds. It was easy to
see that newcomer Torpedo is an udder
specialist (109). The udders are shallow
with strong fore and rear attachments
and a nice suspensory ligament, while
having narrowly placed teats. The
udder quality is outstanding. The feet
& legs are of good quality too (107)
with perfect leg set. The daughters
showed this convincingly.

This time the
Veepro Holla
nd
and our bea
uty queens
calendar girl is the
Wish you
a "moofully"
good
black & white Wista
2013
136 (by Danillo),
who adorns
the calendar in
October.
Wista 136 from
the Voogd
partnership in Enschede
is a daughter of the exceptional bull
Danillo (Goldwyn x O Man). It doesn’t
happen often in Holland that a farmer
retains ownership of a bull who has
broken through both nationally and
internationally: in France, Danillo
is situated in the top-5 list of most
used foreign bulls. Usually a bull
like this originates from one of the
breeding companies. Dairy farmer Rein
Couperus, owner of the bull, proceeded
differently with Danillo. This has
turned out well for him.
Since his debut, in the spring of 2011,
the Goldwyn son has been in the top of
the black & white index. He combines
the splendid udders of Goldwyn with
the strength and power of O Man. He
provides beautiful cows. Daughter
Wista 136 is a nice example.
Danillo is a super type bull with no less
than 113 for udder (udder health 103),
109 for feet & legs and 110 for dairy
strength. He combines this with a very
nice production index of +640kg milk
and positive components (+31kg fat and
+26kg protein). His daughters are very
persistent (108) and late maturing (103).
A plus of 420 days longevity is another
positive.
Fie Oly 174
(s. Olympic)
Owner: VOF
Hanegraaf-L

Wisla 136 (s. Danillo)
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Interview

Sexed semen works
best on heifers
“Sexed semen is not a universal remedy,” explains manager Joost Klein

Herenbrink from breeding organization CRV. “With proper use, it can be
a very good tool that yields return. Use it especially on heifers.”

“S

ince 2007, the Dutch
breeding industry has
been working with sexed
semen. Today its use is well
established,” concludes Joost
Klein Herenbrink, manager
from breeding organization
CRV.
He does note however that
Dutch farmers are now using
sexed semen in a different
way. Initially they used it on
a number of their best female
animals in order to quickly get
more top animals. Today its
use is more strategic, geared
to the rapid expansion of one’s
herd, for example, with a
view to the disappearance of
the quota system in the dairy
industry in 2015. That is also
the future: using sexed semen
strategically.
Has sexed semen met
expectations?
“When we started, we thought
that 10 percent of breeding
in the Netherlands would
involve sexed semen due to the
financial advantage and the
growing demand for milk. We

Sexed semen is
approximately 20 to 30
euro more expensive

8
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are now at 6 percent. At first
it really grew, but now it has
stabilized. We do not expect it
to increase significantly.”
How does the situation
abroad compare with the
Netherlands?
“It varies. Depending on the
country to which we export, it
is currently between 5 and 10
percent of the total number.
Abroad, they usually don’t
choose the top bulls, but use
doses from less expensive
sires.”
“Take Brazil for example,
where milk production has
increased substantially in a
short amount of time. There
was a major shortage of
heifers. By using sexed semen
(more than 10 percent of all
inseminations) that problem is
being solved.”
What is the financial
benefit of sexed semen?
“There can be quite a benefit,
certainly if you have to chose
between importing a heifer or
getting a heifer calf via sexed
semen. Importing is more
expensive. With an average of
1.5 inseminations before there
is success, this amounts to 50
euro more.”
“Add to that the raising costs,
which in the Netherlands
range between 1,400 and
1,500 euro per heifer.
Importing a heifer can soon
cost between 2,500 and
3,000 euro. In short, you are
definitely ahead 1,000 euro. In
any case, a heifer calf is more
financially advantageous than
a bull calf.”

Nonetheless, there is still
a group of farmers who
are not using sexed semen.
Why is that?
“They point to the conception
rates which on average
are 10 percent lower than
with conventional breeding.
And with sexed semen the
possibility of a bull calf
remains. However, in 91 to
92 percent of the cases, it is a
female calf.”
Ten percent is still quite
high.
“With heifers that is different.
For them the conception rates
are virtually comparable
to conception results with
conventional semen on
cows. For that reason we
recommend using sexed semen
especially on heifers.”
Can the conception rate
and the percentage of bull
calves not be improved
with new technology?
“You would expect so, but
so far that has not been the
case. It also has to do with
filling. With sexed semen,
there are two million semen
cells per dose. They are sorted
live cells, but their total is
considerably lower than with
the conventional method,
which currently is at about 15
million cells.”
The 10 percent varies quite
a bit from farm to farm.
“That’s right. Using sexed
semen on cows can be
disappointing, especially if
the management is not up
to par. Fertility is primarily

Joost Klein Herenbrink (38) is
global
Jan Cees
product
Vogelaar
manager for
Holstein
Is there still
androom
Jerseyfor
at impro
CRV. He
has
vement?n
workedwill
for it
this
bebreeding
published
organization
Whenit be lished
for more
n willthan
it be
ten
published
years already.
WhenitHis
be current
lished n
position
will it beinvolves
publishemarketing
sexed semen.

a management issue. That is
the most important factor. It
involves timely heat detection,
accurate breeding, etc. These
have a tremendous influence
on the results. If these are in
good order, then very good
results can be obtained with
sexed semen, leading to high
returns.”
What is the biggest pitfall?
“Some farms use sexed semen
because they have problems,
for example, with health.
That is expressed in a high
rate of herd turnover. With
sexed semen, you don’t solve
the health problems. They
remain. It is not a universal
remedy. Poor animal health is
a management problem. Only
after that has been solved does
it make sense to use sexed
semen. Then there is a high
return.”
Dutch farmers use sexed
semen from top bulls. Why?
“Generally speaking, Dutch
dairy farmers have enough
young stock. In other countries
that often is not the case.
And in the Netherlands, bull
calves are valuable due to the
veal industry. They decide
to breed some of the cows
to Belgian Blue. That results
in a more valuable calf for
the veal business. That is
easily between 80 and 100
euro more. This more than
covers the cost of sexed semen
and also provides a greater
genetic progress, so that future
profitability will only increase
further!” l
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Red and white indexes

Camion claims top

Time and again the Dutch red-and-white sire index generates new and

amazing top bulls. Camion van de Peul (Fender x Goldwyn) immediately
takes the lead of the index ranking upon making his debut.

Camion’s fame had preceded

him already, for as a genomic
bull he attracted much
attention. Now that the first
numbers of his daughters
have been published, he has
obtained the highest NVI
score for red and white ever.
The new leader proudly
heads the list with 270 NVI
points. Camion is an allround bull with plusses for
milk production, plusses for
the percentages, a very high
longevity (+708 days), high
ratings for udder health (106)
and hoof health (104), 107 for
udders and no less than 112
for legs. Also as a calving ease
bull (109) Camion is a great
addition.
Upon his second run, his full
brother Cherokee van de Peul
(also Fender x Goldwyn) can
be found in the top of the
ranking as well. He moved
up by 17 points for a total of
208 NVI. His +0.14% protein,
106 for udder health, 110 for
udders, and 107 for legs are
his most prominent qualities.

With Camion and Cherokee,
Lowlands Fender (Topspeed
Gogo x Lightning) is gaining
a reputation as a sire of sons.
Just like his sons, Fender
is an all-round bull. Both
sons come from a Goldwyn
daughter, Massia 9397, who
transmits the red factor.

Spencer sons

Hjr Windstar (Spencer x
O Man) moves up to 2nd
place in the list. He adds 18
points for an NVI of 227.
He draws attention with a
nice milk proof (+800kg,
+0.03% protein), a nice plus
for longevity (+564 days),
udder health (106) and an
outstanding score for legs
(109). Willow van de Ven is
a second Spencer son who
emerges in the top of the
ranking with his first index
release. Milk production is his
top quality at +832kg milk
and +0.12% protein (+39
kg), but also his type proof
is noteworthy with 108 for
udders and 107 for legs, as

picture 1
Strijdje 189 (s. Camion), 1.10 in 287 days
8,055kg milk, 3.82% fat, 3.35% protein

well as 105 for hoof health.
Delta Fidelity (Kian x
Lightning), now with over
13,500 daughters, effortlessly
maintains his position in
the top of the ranking. His
production proof of +839kg
with +0.21% protein (+47kg)
is ideal. Furthermore he has
an outstanding type profile
(111 total score) and an
absolute top score of 116 for
legs. His first sons are eagerly
awaited.
In the red-and-white ranking
Lowlands Redman (Fiction
x Topspeed Gogo) is the best
production transmitter at
+1087kg milk and +103kg
fat and protein. He generates
328 euro extra milk revenues
(Inet) for Dutch dairymen. He
complements this with 108
for calving ease and 108 for
udders. In the NVI ranking he
can be found in the top with
204 NVI points.
Percentage bull Lowlands
Klimmer (Taco x Pablo),
with +0.33% fat and
+0.14% protein, and protein
transmitter Talentino (+0.17%
protein), who also scores
well for udders (110), both
maintain their places in
the upper echelons of the
ranking. Anyone looking for
milk production ends up at
Lowlands Standard (Jasper
x Topspeed Gogo), who
transmits no less than 2109kg
milk with +59kg protein. In
addition, he also has a superb
rating of 111 for legs.

Alex Arkink

Trouble-free daughters

Topspeed Kodak (Kevin x
Stadel, 208 NVI) added 2nd
crop daughters to his index
this round. They keep up the
level of this popular proven
sire, who has a very high

Table 1 tThe top 10 of the August
indexes of available red-and-white
sires sampled in the Netherlands
(source GES, August 2013)

name
Camion van de Peul
Hjr Windstar
Delta Fidelity
Cherokee van de Peul
Topspeed Kodak
Lowlands Redman
Heihoeve Arnold
Talentino
Stouwdamshof Akron
Lowlands Klimmer

picture 1

Table 2 tThe top 5 available
red-and-white sires ranked on
kg milk (GES, August 2013)

name
Lowlands Standard
Delta Lilac
Lowlands Redman
Red Wing
Delta Fidelity

sire kg milk+
Jasper
2109
Canvas
2084
Fiction Rf 1087
Mr Burns
960
Kian
839

Table 3 t5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
red-and-white sires ranked on
total score (GES, August 2013)

name
Red Torpedo
Delta Fidelity
Lowlands Lambiek
Ju Stefan
Stouwdamshof Akron

sire total score
Blitz
112
Kian
111
Talent
111
Canvas
111
Manitas
111

5BCMFt5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
red-and-white sires ranked on
longevity (GES, August 2013)

name
Camion van de Peul
Topspeed Kodak
Lowlands Klimmer
Fasna Asterix P
Lowlands Lambiek

sire
longevity
Fender
708
Kevin
622
Taco
617
Lawn Boy-Red 615
Talent
599

The sires listed in the tables are owned by
AI organizations that participate in Veepro
Holland (CRV, AI Kampen). Sires whose semen
is not available for export are not listed.

longevity rating of +622 days.
Kodak sires daughters that are
trouble-free and long-lasting
also thanks to their healthy
feet (104) and healthy udders
(104). l
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sire
NVI
Fender
270
Spencer
227
Kian
221
Fender
210
Kevin
208
Fiction Rf 204
Lightning 198
Talent
188
Manitas
186
Taco
181
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Dutch farm visit

The secret of the lifetime
production champion
The cows of Kees Kortleve boast the highest lifetime production total
of the Netherlands. On average these cows have produced almost
75,000kg of milk in seven or eight lactations over the past year.

The view from the window

production. This resulted
in a top-10 position in the
Netherlands in the last
three years, and last year he
captured first place. The cows
he culled in that year had
produced a lifetime total of
74,000kg of milk on average.
This was a peak, however
an average of more than
65,000kg over four years is
very impressive too.

Twenty 100,000kg cows
“He is still in the barn,”
says 40-year-old Hermy

Harrie van Leeuwen

of the almost 400-year-old
farm in the small town of
Noordeloos is stunning. A
typically Dutch scene with a
windmill, water, and green,
fresh pastures for the cows.
It is here that 45-year-old
Kees Kortleve and his 105
milking cows realize a top
achievement in the field of
durability. His cows stay in
the herd for a long time: with
on average seven to eight
lactations, they achieve an
exceptionally high lifetime

Kortleve, apologizing for
her husband not being on
time for our interview. This
is a perfect representation
of the dairyman, who likes
to spend as much time as
possible amidst his cows and
prefers being close to them.
He knows each and every one
of his 105 cows thoroughly
and monitors them constantly
to make sure there is nothing
amiss. It is part of the ‘secret’
and explains why his cows
keep on doing so well and are
achieving sky-high lifetime
production totals.
Cows with 100,000kg milk
have long ceased to be a
particularity in his herd. In
the barn he points out Sanni
291, a Cash daughter of 11
years and 9 months. She will
be the 20th cow to pass this
milestone. Most of these
records were set within the
last six years.
“Oh well,” he says, shrugging
his shoulders, “there is
no real secret. You try to
do everything as well as
possible.” In the course of
our conversation he does
point out a number of things
that contribute to a high
lifetime total. He does not aim
for super high production,
for example. “I like about
9,000kg of milk per cow with
around 4.10% fat and 3.45%

Harrie van Leeuwen

This is more than double the Dutch average.

Kees and Hermy Kortleve

protein. The cows can handle
this well. I don’t need peak
productions of over 50kg milk
per day, 40kg is just fine.”
“And I am limiting the
amount of supplemental
protein I feed, as I don’t want
to overburden them,” he
mentions a bit later.
Besides grass, they only
receive a limited amount of
corn silage and potato mash,
in the ratio of 60-30-10.

Dry-off crucial

This dairyman aims for a
low cell count. In his herd
it averages around 100,000.
He conscientiously chooses
bulls that improve cell count.
He is keeping a close eye on
the older cows in particular,
because they are more
susceptible to mastitis. If
they do get it, however, he
will decide together with his
veterinarian about the best
treatment plan. Kees Kortleve
pays a lot of attention to dryoff. “The period from dry-off
to two months after calving
is crucial. You have to do
your utmost to get the cows
in optimum shape.” He keeps
the dry cows in a separate
pen until they have really

Komtesse 11, sired by the homebred bull Talento, produced in her first
record as a two-year-old 7,706 kg milk with 3.58% fat and 3.21% protein
in 323 days, and Augusta 156 (by Talent) is working on her third record.
The 305 day production is 11,033 kg 3.19% fat and 3.24% protein
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Harrie van Leeuwen

Sanni 291 (by Cash) is the 20th 100,000 kg cow. Her last completed record was 10.03 13,682kg milk in 396 days with 3.83% fat and 3.25% protein

dried-off. The free-stalls
are bedded with sawdust
and lime. Right after they
have been dried off the cows
are fed only long-stem hay.
This hay is harvested from
unfertilized land, so there
is not much potassium in it.
“This prevents milk fever,” he
explains.
He dips the teats of dry
cows twice a day to keep the
infection pressure as low
as possible. “And the use of
lime would make the teats
too rough too,” he adds. In
addition, he sparingly uses
antibiotics. Fifty percent of
his cows are not dried-off
with antibiotics. “In this case
you need to monitor your
animals very closely,” is his
advice.

Breeding and hoofs

Also the fact that he breeds
his cows and trims their
hoofs himself contributes to
the high longevity. An older
cow that has a tougher time
breeding back is not sent
away easily. He will just

breed her again. This also
explains the high calving
interval of 450 days. ‘It is
better to try and breed back
a cow than having to raise
a replacement heifer. That
easily costs 1400 euro.” Via
hoof trimming – “that is my
hobby” – a bit of extra care
contributes to the profitability
as well. “Incorrect hoof
balancing is disastrous. The
better a cow stands on her
feet, the fewer problems you
have. It all starts with bull
choice. For me bulls must
have a minimum score of 100
for hoof health.”
Breeding choices do play an
important role in achieving a
high lifetime production. He
sets a high standard for type:
bulls must have a total score
of at least 110. This has yet
another reason: Kees Kortleve
sells heifers. This is an
important source of income
for the farm and therefore
the ‘goods‘ must look perfect.
It also explains the high
number of female young
stock of 80. The heifer sales

contribute 5 to 6 eurocents
per kg of milk. “If you want
to be successful when selling,
you have to operate well in
all areas,” the dairyman says.
The large number also gives
him room to select late. That
is an advantage. “You can
choose the very best to fit
with your farm philosophy,”
he explains. “I go for the best
cows. Not for show. I am not
a cosmetic breeder.” A stature
of 160 cm is too much in his
opinion. It does not all have
to be extreme. “Cows with 83
or 84 points at classification
are good enough to live a
long life. More points don’t
contribute anything.”

Rump angle

Besides 110 for type, Kees
Kortleve also maintains a
minimum of 200 points of
NVI (the points in the index)
and good production (a plus of
at least 600kg milk). He looks
at rear leg set and rump angle
specifically.
“I don’t like cows with too
high pins or a horizontal to

high-pinned rump. This only
creates problems.’
Recently he has been using Go
Fast, Atlantic, Astro, Salvador
and Snowrush. Prior to these,
Classic, Fortune, Grandprix,
Olympic, Support, Survivor,
and his homebred bull Talento
(of which he has 12 milking
cows) were popular too. “I
choose for lots of variation
and use quite a few young
bulls,” he says.
Profitability takes center
stage with everything he
does. With that in mind, he is
now considering three-timesa-day milking. “That will be a
new challenge.”
A high lifetime production per
cow is not what he’s after.
“Really great, but at the end
of the day it is about doing
well financially. That’s the
goal.”
He drinks his coffee quickly
and hurries back to the barn.
A cow is not looking well
after two stillborn calves.
“Anyone else would have
culled her. Not me. She’s
gonna make it.” l
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Back ground

Pakistan turns
potential into profit
Pakistan is a country with potential for dairy farming. There is a growing
market of consumers who want to buy dairy products. The fluctuating
milk price, unreliable power supply, and heat are the main obstacles.

“Turn potential into profit”

is the message of Pakistan’s
Ministry of Industry, which
supports the development of
smaller and medium-sized
enterprises. The potential is in
the fast-growing middle class
which is demanding modern
dairy products.
The country has millions of,
mostly small-scale, dairy
farmers who are milking
one or more cows or water
buffaloes. In total there are
more than 60 million cows
and water buffaloes, together
producing 22 billion kg of
milk. The average production
is 6 to 7kg of milk per animal
per day. With their very low
production of sweet milk
with high fat content (6% fat),
water buffaloes still make up
a large majority at 80%, but
they are quickly losing ground
in favor of larger farms with

Air-conditioned barns

A Dutch trade mission, in which Veepro Holland participated, last year
paid a visit to SMEDA of the Ministry in Lahore

dairy cattle. Large farms with
more than 500 cows arrive
at productions that are twice
to three times as high, and
sometimes even higher. The
latter is only possible in closed
barns with AC or ventilators.

500 to 2,000 cows

Pakistanis are good milk
drinkers. On average

Holstein cows are doing fantastic in the climate controlled barns
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world. A small portion of the
farms have expensive climatecontrolled barns.
The promise of the ‘white
gold’ is not a reality yet for
investors. The entrepreneurs
have had a bad year because
milk production remained
behind and market leader
Nestlé dropped the price
considerably to 35 eurocents
per kg of milk.
As a result large farms have
ended up in the red. For part
of the investors this is ample
reason to stop production
and exit the dairy farming
business. The question is
whether this situation is
temporary?

consumption is at 66 liter per
year, of which 40% is yoghurt,
however lots of milk is used
in tea as well. Investors are
anticipating the increasing
demand by building new, large
dairy farms. These are farms
ranging from 500 to 2,000
cows. The cows are largely
imported from Australia, the
remainder from the rest of the

Roelof van den Berg of R. van
den Berg Export BV, from the
Dutch town of IJsselmuiden,
is involved with the export
of heifers from Europe to
Pakistan. From Sweden, the
only European country for
now that is allowed to supply,
heifers are regularly travelling
by air to Pakistan. “Holstein
cows are doing fantastic in
the climate-controlled barns,”
Roelof van den Berg says.
The heifers are exclusively
destined for farms with
climate-controlled barns.
“Otherwise, it does not work,”
he indicates.
Outside, the temperature can
run as high as 40 to 50 degrees
Celsius with a relative air
humidity of 80 to 90 percent.
The result is heat stress,
with a drastic reduction in
milk production and absence
of heats, while cows do
not regain their original
production anymore. “If
conditions and management
are good, the Holsteins are
tremendous performers.”
He mentions a 30 to 40
percent higher production
than from cows that are kept
outside in conventional open
barns.
Adnan Ali, manager dairy
and livestock of the SMEDA
department of the Ministry
of Industry, confirms this
much higher production. As
an example, he mentions
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Spotlight on
second calvers from Europe,
which are now producing 35
kg a day at three times a day
milking. Cattle from Australia,
which are not housed in these
AC barns, produce on average
16 kg per day. “That is not
feasible,” he says. According to
him, the focus is now on cattle
from Europe and the US.

Skalsumer Blitz

Negotiations are in full swing
to open the borders also for
Dutch breeding cattle. A
Dutch trade mission, in which
Veepro Holland participated,
last year paid a visit to the
Small and Medium Enterprise
Department Authority
(SMEDA) of the Ministry in
Lahore and also visited some
dairy farms. So far BSE had
been a limitation for exports.
However, the World Animal
Health Organization OIE has
declared the Netherlands free
of BSE.
During its annual meeting in
May, the Netherlands received
the highest safety status
for BSE from the OIE. This
means that any limitations for
export have been completely
removed.

Professionalism

The cattle will go to farms
where management in general
has quite a high degree of
professionalism, he says.
There is a large group of
professional consultants at
work. There is plenty of feed:
alfalfa, corn, grass. Multiple
harvests are certainly feasible
in the areas around Lahore,
Islamabad and Karachi. There
is plenty of water too.
The biggest problems are the
heat and the insecure power
supply. Regularly there are
power outages which can last
for hours on end.
On top of that, the electricity
is very expensive too. For
their milking installations, the
larger farms have generators.
The same goes for the farms
with AC barns. Solar panels
or private bio-digesters could
provide a solution, but these
facilities are still in their
infancy in Pakistan. l

Alger Meekma

Borders open

Janke 367524 (s. Blitz), 2.00 in 206 days 8,180kg milk, 3.39% fat,
2.90% protein

From time to time the new
breeding values show a
most interesting newcomer.
This happened certainly
with the latest result
(August 2013).
With amazing production
figures a representative
of a more than a century
old cow family made a
most impressive debut.
Skalsumer Blitz scored an
incredible high (+2,186kg)
milk and solids score
(+133kg fat and protein).
Lately no sire comes even
nearby such a score.
Moreover the moderately
sized (101) very productive
daughters of Blitz are
strongly built cows with
very good legs (106) and
solid udders (104). These
udders are kept in good
health by a very satisfying
somatic cell score (106).

Blitz too can be used as a
calving ease sire and transmits
optimal milking speed.
Where do all these desired
qualities come from? His
sire Paramount is quickly
making name for delivering a
number of highly proven sons
all over +1,000kg milk from
shapely udders. These young
promising Paramount sons
include: Upgrade (+1,660kg
milk, 114 udders), Passion
(+2,208kg milk and 109
udders), Ambrose (+1,084kg
milk and 114 udders) and
Vegas (+1,363kg milk and 107
udders). With such excellent
sons Paramount clearly
overshadows many popular
worldwide sires, which cannot
by far match this performance.
But Blitz also inherits qualities
from his famous dam-line.
They are the Pietje’s from
the Skalsumer herd bred and

carefully selected for more
than a century in Schalsum.
Yes, this is the same herd
where the unforgettable
Skalsumer Sunny Boy is
coming from. Sunny Boy,
he is world’s leader of 100
ton lifetime cows, was born
some 30 years ago.
In fact four generations
back in the female line of
Blitz we find the full sister
of Sunny Boy: Pietje 239
(VG 87). Her daughter, the
showgirl of the family,
Pietje 452 (VG 87) by the
well known transmitter
Jabot became the dam
of the grand dam of Blitz
Pietje 614 (VG 87). She was
sired by Addison. Pietje 614
was a phenomenal lifetime
producer with 122,000kg
milk and 3.5 % protein. This
herd favorite, combined
with O Man, produced the
dam of Blitz Pietje 736
(again VG87). She once more
has an excellent lifetime
production of 79,000kg milk
and 3.6 % protein.
This impressive pedigree of
Blitz shows again the value
of old proven cow families.
In this time of younger and
younger bull dams it should
not be forgotten that all the
unique genetic qualities
we are looking for are
available in the population.
Blitz surely is an example
where the search for these
qualities has succeeded
most convincingly.

Production index
kg
rpty milk
77 +2,182

%
fat
–0.28

%
prot.
–0,08

kg
fat
+65

kg
prot.
+67

Inet*
€413

longevity
+580

NVI
+271

calf
ease fertility
105
98

*milkmoney in euros

Conformation
frame
robustness
udder
feet & legs
total score

101
103
104
106
105
96

100

106
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Black and white indexes

New, strong
black-and-white bulls

The Dutch Holstein-Friesian breeding is going

through a powerful period. With Delta Atlantic
in the lead, new and strong black-and-white
bulls are breaking through, which are creating
furore internationally too. Skalsumer Blitz and
Heuvel Suarez leave a strong impression.

S

kalsumer Sunny Boy is a
legend in the international
bull world. At one time, in the
American press the comparison

was made with basketball
phenomenon Michael Jordan.
At almost 2.2 million units
of produced semen Sunny

Table 1 tThe top 11 of the August indexes of available black-and-white
sires sampled in the Netherlands (source GES, August 2013)

picture 1

picture 2
picture 4
picture 3

name
Delta Atlantic
Skalsumer Blitz
Heuvel Suarez
Delta Persuader
Newhouse Gofast
Newhouse Banker
Delta Ammo
Delta Brilliant
Ralma O-Man Cf Cricket
Delta Astro
De-Su Oman Goli

sire
Ramos
Paramount
O Man
Mascol
Goldwyn
Goldwyn
Goldwyn
Goldwyn
O Man
Goldwyn
O Man

kg
kg
milk+ fat+
527
20
2182
65
5
36
706
2
500
22
501
26
1111
40
904
47
726
–3
652
49
701
32

kg
prot.+
30
67
22
28
21
18
31
33
20
31
24

picture 1
Hentje 104 (s. Atlantic), 2.00 in 409 days
11,254kg milk, 5.02% fat, 3.81% protein
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Inet+
178
413
189
123
138
132
210
241
72
243
169

DU
720
580
672
678
462
383
473
266
579
96
560

total
score
114
105
110
107
115
114
110
111
111
114
110

NVI
308
271
265
250
244
242
234
230
224
220
220

Boy took Dutch breeding to
the world top. And from that
same Pietje cow family now
originates Skalsumer Blitz
(Paramount x O Man), see
the Spotlight on page 11. At
his debut the Paramount son
impresses with a great milk
proof (+2182kg) along with
+65kg fat and +67kg protein.
This results in 413 euro extra
milk revenues for the Dutch
dairy farmer. No other bull
equals this. But Skalsumer
Blitz has more to offer. What to
think of +580 days longevity,
105 udder health, and 106 for
feet & legs?

Heuvel Suarez

Whereas Blitz is a fantastic
milk transmitter, the second
high-rating newcomer, Heuvel
Suarez (O Man x Cello), is
the exact opposite: He is a
tremendous percentage bull.
With a proof of +0.43% fat and
+0.26% protein he is a real
grassland bull. Anyone using
Suarez introduces even more
extras to his herd, including
+672 days longevity, 103 for
udder health, and 105 for
hoof health. His type scores

are of a high level with no
less than 110 for udders and
108 for legs. As an extra plus
point, Suarez has a rating of
110 for calving ease, which
makes him a perfect match for
virgin heifers. It explains his
emergence in the top of the
b&w bull index ranking.

Delta Atlantic

The Nr.1 bull, Delta Atlantic
(Ramos x O Man), is an
imposing bull. He was the first
to succeed in passing the 300
NVI mark. With his second
run, the Ramos son improves
his type and functional traits.
He adds a point for legs (111)
and total type (114) as well as
for udder health (106) and hoof
health (108), while his already
sky-high longevity index goes
up by another five days to 720
days. Add to this a nice plus
for milk production (+527kg)
and a solid increase in protein
percent (+0.14%, 30kg), and it
is evident that we are talking
about a genuine top bull. It is
not without reason that Delta
Atlantic is the most-used bull.
His half-brother Delta Brilliant
(Goldwyn x O Man) is also

picture 2 Valkenhoff Emma 243 (s. Suarez), 2.01 in 305 days
8,075kg milk, 4.16% fat, 3.47% protein
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GFFUMFHT GES "VHVTU 

name
Delta Scarlet
Klassic Labron
Skalsumer Blitz
Ladys-Manor Omen
De Biesheuvel Benneton
Lowlands Upgrade
Marshall Yank
Delta Malaga

name
Skalsumer Blitz
Delta Scarlet
De Biesheuvel Summit
Klassic Labron
Ladys-Manor Omen
Lowlands Upgrade
Marshall Yank
Delta Paramount

name
Newhouse Gofast
Delta Atlantic
Newhouse Banker
Delta Astro
Zeedieker Dairymaster
Lowlands Upgrade
Delta Ambrose
De Bleuw Kindness

name
Dome’s Navarro
Enterprise
Delta Atlantic
Delta Persuader
Delta Malaga
Delta Paramount
Newhouse Banker
Lowlands Upgrade
Heuvel Suarez
Ark Bros Cameron

sire kg milk+
Canvas
2646
O Man
2200
Paramount 2182
O Man
2006
Support
1785
Paramount 1660
BW Marshall 1541
Jordan
1527

making his debut in the upper
regions. He starts out with nice
production numbers (+904kg),
plusses for the percentages,
outstanding udder health (105)
and hoof health (106) as well
as exceptional type: 109 for
udder, 107 for legs.

Newhouse Gofast

In the top-10 there are many
O Man and Goldwyn sons.
Almost every bull has O Man
blood on the maternal or
paternal side. And Goldwyn’s
name, too, can be found in
many combinations. Take
Newhouse Gofast (Goldwyn
x O Man) for example, a
newcomer who immediately
claims a place in the top of the
ranking at 244 NVI points. He
offers the highest type score of
them all: 115 total score with
114 for udders. Together with
the 104 for udder health this
makes Gofast a top improver
for udders and udder health.
When it comes to health, the
claws are not forgotten either,

sire kg prot.+
Paramount
67
Canvas
65
Mascol
61
O Man
49
O Man
49
Paramount
45
BW Marshall 43
Jocko
42

as this Goldwyn son improves
hoof health (107). Newhouse
Banker (Goldwyn x Mascol)
manages to stand up to him
nicely with a total score of 114
for type (112 udder and 108
legs). He is a genuine calvingease bull at 112 for calving
ease. Goldwyn son Delta
Ammo (mgs Win 395) takes a
big step ahead in the ranking.
He adds 22 points for 234
NVI. He has a strong plus for
production (+1111kg, +71kg
fat and protein) and combines
this with outstanding type: 110
udders and 105 legs. Making
an even bigger leap in the
ranking is the percentage bull
Delta Benedict, the first Ricky
son. Benedict, a third halfbrother to Atlantic, adds 36
points for a total of 203 NVI.
Besides considerable plusses
(+0.40% fat, +0.13% protein)
he scores well for type (110).

Outcross pedigree

The top of the sire ranking
shows sufficient bulls with
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sire total score
Goldwyn
115
Ramos
114
Goldwyn
114
Goldwyn
114
Survivor
114
Paramount
113
Paramount
113
Shottle
112

an outcross pedigree as well.
Delta Persuader (Mascol x
Dustin) improves by 11 points
to 250 NVI. He scores well
for almost all traits and peaks
with scores of 111 for legs,
109 for udder health, 678 days
extra longevity and +0.04%
protein. Slotboom’s Pilot
(Mascol x Jocko) is carved
from the same wood. He, too,
moves up by 11 points, to
241 NVI. His strongest assets:
110 for udders, 107 legs, 105
udder health, and 106 hoof
health. Big Winner (Win 395
x Lucky Leo) also belongs to
the group of outcross bulls.
Both in the Netherlands and
abroad he is very sought-after
thanks to strong plusses for
the percentages (+0.39% fat
and +0.17% protein), a high
longevity (+679 days), and his
scores of 100 or more for all
other traits. His descendants
are slow starters, but gradually
develop into top-producing and
long-lasting cows. Het Broek
Silky (Mascol x Jocko) – strong

5BCMFt5IFUPQBWBJMBCMF
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name
sire
longevity
Delta Malaga
Jordan
747
Delta Atlantic
Ramos
720
Big Winner
Win 395
679
Delta Persuader
Mascol
678
Heuvel Suarez
O Man
672
Veneriete 260 Boston Stylist
667
Het Broek Silver
Mascol
638
Skalsumer Blitz
Paramount
580
Ralma O-Man Cf Cricket O Man
579
The sires listed in the tables are owned by
AI organizations that participate in Veepro
Holland (CRV, AI Kampen). Sires whose semen
is not available for export are not listed.

for milk production (+985
kg), longevity (+722 days),
udder health (110) and udders
(109) – and Lowlands Upgrade
(Paramount x Dustin) hold
their ground nicely. Upgrade,
who combines very high milk
production (+1660 kg) with no
less than 114 for udders. l
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sire feet & legs
Mascol
113
Titanic
112
Ramos
111
Mascol
111
Jordan
108
Jocko
108
Goldwyn
108
Paramount
108
O Man
108
Laurenzo
108

15
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Huntje Holstein Anemoon 33 (s. Tequila), 3.01 in 305 days, 9,156kg milk, 4.68% fat, 3.56% protein
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dairy management

Timely monitoring, record
keeping and trimming
Maintaining good hoof health is primarily a matter of timely monitoring, record keeping and
trimming. Timely detection makes it possible to intervene earlier on and more effectively. Part
of this is recognizing the type of claw disorder. To this end, the GD Animal Health Service has
developed a handy aid: the hoof chart (see next page).

T

he best moment by far to
check the hoof health of cows
is during herd or strategic
hoof treatments, but it should
also be done intermittently.
The earlier that a potential
infection is noted, the more
effective the treatment. It
is important to detect hoof
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problems at an early stage. A
plan with structured checks
at regular intervals, which
includes regularly lifting
feet and going over check
lists, is thus invaluable.
Also encourage personnel to
be involved in hoof health.
Every employee can identify

and report claw disorders. A
reward for this is helpful.

Recording data

By regularly recording hoof
health issues, even more
problems can be prevented or
addressed. When recording,
include possible disorders

and potential areas of
improvement in terms
of hoof quality, load and
disorder. With insight into
the past and present, this file
offers a means of improving
hoof health in the future.
Recording may be done
digitally or on paper.
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Focus on
hooves
Feet & leg health are essential
on a dairy farm. With the
project ‘Grip op Klauwen’
(English: Focus on Hooves), the
Netherlands wants to improve
this health. Good for the cow,
good for the farmer.
Improving feet & leg health on
a dairy farm is possible with
good cooperation between the
dairy farmer, veterinarian,
hoof trimmer and (nutrition)
advisor.
‘Grip op Klauwen’ is an
initiative of the Association
for Cattle Pedicure and Farm
Support Services AB. The
agricultural organizations
ZLTO, LTO Noord and LLTB are
also involved in this initiative.
Together with the veterinarian
organisation KNMvD, the
partners are joining forces to
improve feet & leg health. In
the project ‘Grip op Klauwen’,
current and new knowledge,
tools, and experience will
be utilized on the field. The
project receives financial
support from the Dairy Board
and the Ministry of Economic
Affairs. ZLTO is providing
project management.

Methodical
monitoring
It is important that every
hoof disorder for each cow is
diagnosed at an early stage.
An established schedule
with thorough monitoring
(i.e. lifting hooves, checking
attention lists) is essential.
Lift the hooves three times
annually and trim when
necessary so that each hoof
has the right shape. Quick
and effective treatment of
hoof problems? Make sure
that your weekly schedule
provides sufficient time for
quick and effective treatment
of hoof problems. It can only
take place when all remedies
and materials are readily
accessible.
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E

Using the hoof
scoring chart

ffective intervention of
claw disorders begins with
knowing and recognizing the
type of claw disorder that is
occurring. On the hoof chart
compiled by the GD Animal
Health Service, various claw
disorders are described by
name along with a picture.
Differences between mild,
moderate, and severe cases
are also displayed. Looking
and comparing makes it
possible to identify the claw
disorder. This is the starting

1

point for effective treatment.
It is important that each cow
with hoof problems is treated
as soon as possible. The right
knowledge and skills are
important.
The majority of disorders
require treatment of the hoof.
That is the case for mortellaro,
(If the cow is standing of the
tip of her hoof, then this needs
to be corrected. Treatment
with antibiotic-free animal
medication and tape. Remove
the tape after three days),

tyloom (operative removal),
interdigital dermatitis (treat
with oxytetra) and sole ulcer
(extra thinning of sole so that
it can heal and place block on
healthy claw).
Hoof care, also known as
cattle pedicure, is very
important for prevention
as well. The goal of proper
trimming is first and
foremost monitoring the
health, structure, and shape
(see next page below)

5-Step treatment
Step 1. Inner claw

2

Trim the inner claw to a length of 7.5 cm measured from the
coronary band, by clipping the toe, perpendicular to the sole.
The 7.5 cm applies to a cow of average size. Trim the sole so
that it remains at least 0.5 cm thick. Keep the sole level and do
not trim the bulb area at this time.

Step 2. Outer claw

Make the outer claw equally long and equally high (as much as
possible). Watch for your own safety; never cut towards your
free hand.

Step 3. Restore shape
3

Hollow out the centre of the claws slightly near the
interdigital space. Stay at least 3 cm away from the hoof point.
Also cut away any horn fringes in the interdigital space.
Cut away as little horn as possible from the horn wall of the
toe point.

Step 4. Relieve the affected claw (lowering)
4

Coloured horn (yellow, orange or red), loose horn or cracks
form weak points in the sole and can develop into ulcers.
Relieve these areas by making them lower. Do this only along
the rear two-thirds of the outer claw. Make sure that the inner
claw and the front portion of the outer claw keep enough
carry area, or attach a block.

Step 5. Inspection, trim away loose horn, treatment
5

In the inner claw, remove the cloves of foot rot and in the
outer claw, possible loose horn in the back two-third part of
the sole. Cut around the affected areas making the hard edges
thin, to prevent pressure and irritation. Remove the loose
horn, so that no contamination remains. Carefully inspect
the coronary band and the space between the claws. Treat
any excema or mortellaro areas. Carefully clean and dry the
affected areas and apply an effective medication. Use a clean
piece of towel for every cow.
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Hoof scoring chart
1. Mortellaro/
Strawberry foot rot
(digital dermatitis)
1 = slight
2 = moderate
3 = severe

round/oval spot < 2 cm
often on the coronary band

round/oval spot 2-4 cm
often on the coronary band

1. Swelling with typical foul
smelling discharge in the
interdigital area
a few surface horn defects in the

2. Swelling with typical foul
smelling discharge in the
interdigital area
one or more V-shaped cuts in the

1. Yellow colouring across the
entire surface or bleedings spots
in the sole

2. Bleeding in the sole on 20-50% of
the surface

3. Large bleedings, separation of the
horn over a large area ( >50%)

1. White line infection or
separation

2. White line infection or separation

3. White line/wall ulceration

1. Bruising of typical area

2. Severe bruising of typical area

3. Hole in the sole, may protrude,
very painful

round/oval spot > 4 cm
often on the coronary band

2. Foul-in-the-foot

1 = slight
2 = moderate
3 = severe

3. Swelling with typical foul smelling
discharge in interdigital area; loss of
horn and typical cracks and ridges;
painful swelling above bulb area

3. Sole
haemorrhage

1 = slight
2 = moderate
3 = severe

4. White line
defect

1 = slight
2 = moderate
3 = severe

5. Sole ulcer

1 = slight
2 = moderate
3 = severe
6. Chron. laminitis

• Clear growth rings on
toe point and/or kink

7. Tyloma or Corn

• Wild skin hyperplasia
between the 2 claws

of the hooves. After that, it
is the intent, if necessary to
remove horn, to improve the
shape and with that the load.
Possible claw disorders are
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8. Swollen hock

• Swelling on the outside
of the hock

treated. Cut back as little horn
as possible, especially avoiding
removal of horn in the bulb
area. Be careful when using
a grinder. This requires a lot

9. Toe necrosis

• Foul smelling hole in tip
of hoof; hoof becomes
increasingly short

more craftmanship and skill
than knives.
The final trimming (see step
3) is best done with a knife.
When in doubt and very

10. Interdigital infection

• Swelling of entire coronary
band
• Acute lameness and fever

busy: leave trimming to
someone with professional
knowledge like a hoof
trimmer.
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Preventing hoof disorders
As much as possible, try to be one

step ahead of hoof disorders.
In this way, the number of
infections and their negative
impact can be reduced to a
minimum. To stay ahead of hoof

C

oncerning the latter, a good floor
has a large impact on hoof health.
The ideal surface is flat, not slippery,
provides good grip and is preferably
soft. The surface causes limited wear
and minimal (micro) trauma on the
hooves. A flat surface with some
traction is the best. On the other
hand, the surface should not be too
rough; otherwise the hooves will
wear down too quickly.

The ideal surface is flat, not slippery

problems, it is important to pay Obstacles
attention to three factors:
the quality of the hoof, the
load on the hoof, and the
minimization of harmful effects
from the environment.

Footbath:
be accurate
A footbath is important in preventing
contamination. Measure water and
the active ingredient precisely (no
guessing!). Follow directions for use and
environmental regulations.
Three to five percent formaldehyde
solution (approx. 39% formaldehyde)
works well. Make a new bath after 200 to
250 cow passages or after each milking.
A footbath is 3 meters long and 60 to 80
cm wide so that the cows have to take
two steps in it. Depth at the start: 12 to
15 cm (up to the dew claws).
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Defects can also occur when
obstacles hinder natural movement.
Manage the risks. High risk locations
include corners and long alleys. But
there are also risk moments inside
and out of the barn. Think about
rounding up, but also moisture and
rain (slipperiness).
Hoof health is enhanced by rest and
space. Try to provide as much rest
as possible and give the cows lots
of space, so that each cow makes
the fewest number of unexpected
or forced movements. Also ensure a
sufficient amount of laying space, so
that the majority can lie down, and
a minimum have to remain standing.
Ideally, all of the cows can lie down
as often and as long as they want,
either in a barn or outside: 12 to 15
hours per day. Spacious, dry, and soft
laying areas guarantee maximum
lying time. When the barn or yard
is full, make sure that not a single
cow is forced to stand for more than
1 hour at a time or more than 2.25
hours per day.

Dry and clean

Also provide a dry and clean
environment, especially for
substances that have an adverse
effect on the hoof horn (such as
water, ammonia (NH3) and hydrogen

Veepro Dairy Management
is a supplement to the
Veepro Magazine. It
contains articles, tips
and advice aimed at the
management of dairy
farms.

Defects can also occur when obstacles hinder

Provide a dry and clean environment

sulphide (H2S). Avoid infection
pressure by minimizing the number
of infected hooves, but also with
as little as possible indirect contact
with infected hooves, for example via
manure and water.
Quality nutrition and optimal feed
intake are also very important. Feed
changes and insufficient fibre in the
ration influence hoof health, and use
of the legs. A particularly high risk
period is before, during and after
calving (the transition period).
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