
The Netherlands is presently focusing on 
quality improvement in the dairy farming 
industry, in particular with respect to  
animal health and animal welfare. In the 
field of animal health, the Netherlands is 
constantly taking steps forward. Thanks 
to vaccination and other measures, 
Blue Tongue is under control. And also 
this year, no new cases of BT have been 
reported. In the next months this will 
be confirmed via a thorough monitoring 
review. The Netherlands is eligible 
again for a BT-free status. Hopefully the 
relevant application will  be submitted 
soon with the European Union. Export 
limitations will then be off.
Discussion about reducing salmonella 
and Johne’s in dairy farming has resulted 
in a certification system. This allows 
farms to continue producing and shows 
they are free of salmonella and Johne’s. 
This system is supported by the dairy 
processing industry. And the results are 
good. The discussion about eliminating 
IBR and BVD is starting again. After 
an earlier debacle (with contaminated 
vaccines), there is now a growing support 
for the elimination of both pathogens. 
Another focus point is animal welfare. 
One example of the work that has been 
done, is the development of a new quality 
system for the transport of live animals, 
which includes breeding cattle. These 
transports of breeding cattle have to meet 
high standards. Some time ago, Veepro 
Magazine featured an article about the 
“Cattle Cruiser”, a kind of “Business Class” 
for cattle transport. This Dutch quality 
product will become the new standard 
for long-distance hauling of our fantastic 
breeding cattle.
Quality and durability: the Netherlands 
and Veepro are giving these terms 
meaningful content when it comes to 
breeding cattle!
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Last month we have waved goodbye to 
Jan de Groot, the former chairman, and 
Johan van den Berg, the former managing 
director of Veepro. Both in their own way, 
they have steered Veepro effectively and 
energetically through turbulent waters. 
They have started a clearly positive course 
and have lifted our organization to a 
higher level. We all thank you very much 
for your commitment. 

Their places have now been filled by two 
veterinarians, who have been working 
with dairy cattle in the past. Geart 
Benedictus is the new chairman and the 
undersigned, Reinoud van Gent, is the 
new managing director. The two of us are 
ready to take on our news tasks and make 
a flying start. 

The Bluetongue (BT) problems seem to 
lay behind us, so that the export of our 
beautiful, strong and healthy heifers can 
increase again. We are now only waiting 
for the moment the Netherlands will 
officially be declared free of the disease, so 
that a very costly barrier will disappear. 
Expectations are that heifer exports will 
further increase in the coming months, 
and that at the end of this year more than 
30,000 heifers will have found a new home 
abroad.
As a result of the BT impediments, the 
exports in other countries could profit, but 
that doesn’t seem to be the case anymore. 
Demand for Dutch heifers is considerable, 
despite the severe certificate requirements 
and the additional costs they entail: 
Quality is appreciated! Another important 
focal point for Veepro Holland will be the 
after sales service! 

Hopefully we will be able to add the year 
2011 as a BT-free year to the books, so that 
the export of our great heifers can play an 
even bigger role abroad. There is sufficient 
offering of good quality, healthy Dutch HF 
cattle for export. The risen milk price does 
not check that offering.
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This winter cows will get a very 
special feed: duckweed. This water 

Wageningen University & Research 
Center currently carry out a 
trial into non-stop milking. The 
researchers want to know whether 
deleting or shortening the dry 
period would improve the health of 
a cow. The researchers assume that 
it will, expecting less fatty livers, 

less subclinical milk fever and 
improved fertility. By continuing 
to milk, the cow can take up more 
energy for the new lactation. A 
disadvantage of not drying off is 
that the cow peaks less in her milk 
production.

plant grows super-fast. In the 
Netherlands a trial is being carried 
out to see how cows react to this 
high-protein feed. It could replace soy 
and other high-protein products in the 
ration.
In September, the duckweed has been 
ensiled separately, or along with corn 
or dry pulp, and with the addition of 
acid, molasses, or bacteria. Without 
additives, ensiling of this wet product 
is not possible. Wageningen University 
has developed a special machine for 
the harvesting of duckweed.
Using duckweed as feed for cows 
would solve a problem, with which 
the water management board has to 
deal. They presently have to pay a lot 
of money for the removal of duckweed 
that is growing in the ditches. As 
feed it would suddenly get a valuable 
destination.

Breeding organization CRV has set up 
a breeding program for polled bulls. 
The idea is to produce bulls that pass 
on their polledness to their offspring 
and, on top of that, can compete with 
elite sires. The latter will ensure 
their actual use. It is important to 
have a number of bulls available to 
prevent inbreeding. Another way is 
to gradually crossbreed with polled 
animals.
Genomic selection is playing an 
important role in this now two-
year-old program. Thanks to genetic 
markers it is possible to identify in a 
very early stage which traits a young 
bull has. The bulls must be able to 
transmit their polledness for 100%. 
In expert terms this means they are 
homozygotous. Already there are bulls 

available that do so for 50%, which 
means they are heterozygotous. In 
this case half of their offspring will 
have no horns. The red & white bull 
Fasn Asterix, placed in the index 
ranking with 159 NVI points, is a 
heterozygotous bull.

Fasn Asterix

Wageningen University is testing duck feed 
as high protein feed for dairy cattle
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Cattle Cabin is the name of a newly 
designed, movable barn that was 
developed in the Netherlands. The roof 
of the futuristic building is furnished 
with solar panels, which generate 
up to 9000 kWh annually. That is 

enough electricity for a barn. Further 
developments include a barn in which 
milking equipment is installed. The 
Cattle Cabin can be moved in two days 
by two people, a small crane and a 
transport truck. 

Dutch beef must be entirely 
durable by 2020. This means lots 
of attention to animal welfare, no 
danger for human health as a result 
of zoonoses and virus resistance, 
and a production with as many 
closed cycles for feed and manure 
as possible. Supermarkets, farmers 
organizations, meat processors 
and feed suppliers have signed a 
manifest to this purpose. For all the 
extra effort farmers have to put in, 

supermarkets in return will pay a 
higher price.
Reducing antibiotics use is an 
important part of the agreement. 
Preventive use of antibiotics will be 
banned from 2012, also for drying off 
dairy cattle. The use of antibiotics 
in animal husbandry is a hot issue 
in the Netherlands, due to the risk 
of viruses developing a resistance 
to antibiotics,  which can threaten 
human health.

Jan Jansen, the former director of breeding organization 
CRV, will become the new managing director of the 
Dutch Animal Health Service (GD). He is the successor 
to Ruurd Stolp, who resigned per October 1st. At the GD, 
Jansen was chief operations officer, and before that he 
has been director of CRV for many years.

A new record for the export of Dutch cattle; more than 53,000 heifers in one year

More and more Dutch cows are kept 
inside the barn, day and night. Just 
over one quarter of the animals (26%) 
are permanently indoors. That is six 
percent more than four years ago. 
This shows that the trend of more 
cows being kept inside continues. In 
the Netherlands there currently is a 
discussion going on about mandatory 
pasturing for cows. The largest dairy 
processing company, FrieslandCampina, 

which handles three-quarters of the 
milk in the Netherlands, is intending 
to reward farmers that pasture their 
cows with a premium of 0.5 cents per kg 
milk. In order to qualify, the cows need 
to be outside 120 days per year with a 
minimum of six hours per day. 
By the way, one in five dairy farmers in 
the Netherlands keeps his cows outside 
day and night, and 54 percent during the 
day only.

One quarter of the cows are kept inside the barn, day and night

The export of Dutch cattle grew 
exponentially. In the period between 
September 1st 2010 and September 1st 
2011 more than 50,000 dairy heifers 
were exported, one third (35%) more 
than the previous year. Total exports 
of 53,582 heifers make for a new 
record.
Member export organizations of 
Veepro Holland exported the majority. 
Together they applied for export 
certificates for 42,800 heifers. Over 
11,000 more than the year before, 
when 31,647 animals were exported.
With this new record the export 
industry is recovering from the severe 
blows it was dealt following the 
outbreak of Blue Tongue, which made 
many countries close their borders 
for cattle from West Europe. In the 
past couple of years, the virus has 
not shown up in the Netherlands, so 
most countries lifted their import 
restrictions. The wait is on for the 
official BT-free status.

Russia is by far the largest buyer of 
Dutch cattle. Exporters transported a 
total of 9,593 animals to Russia, more 
than twice as much as in 2009/2010. 
Rumania is a big market, too, at 6,852 
animals in the past year and 4,575 
animals in 2009/2010. In that year the 
Rumanians were the Nr.1 importer of 
Dutch heifers.

Table 1. The top-10 countries to which 
the Netherlands exported cattle between 
September 2010 and September 2011

The organizers of the three most 
prominent cow shows in the 
Netherlands have agreed to uniform 
show regulations. It involves the 
annual HHH Show (December 10th), the 
All-Holland Dairy Show NRM (June 
29th and 30th) and the Koe Expos.

The regulations provide a number of 
codes of conduct, including what is 
allowed in terms of show preparation. 
The starting point is that cows should 
be presented as naturally as possible, 
without all kinds of artificial means.

 Tulip Holstein Sale, 
Zwolle

 Holland Holstein Show, 
Zwolle

 Winterevening Show, 
Wanneperveen

 Wintershow, Zwolle
  Groninger Show, Bedum

 Wintershow Noord-Holland, 
Middenmeer

 Wintershow Twente, Rijssen
 All Holland Dairy Show, Zwolle  


